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(FRANCIS STROTHER LEON'-SMITH) 4o Dem o

3-

Present Owner: Mr. & Mrs. &. R. Smith.

Previous Owners: Mrs. Francis Strother Lyon.

Miss Bugenia Lyon.

Date of Brection: 1832,

Arehitect:

Builder:

Unknown.,.

Allen Glover.

Present Condition; Fair,

Kumberrof Stqries: TWO,

Materials of Constraotion: Greek Revival; masonry and
Tame; Square coilms.

Qther Existing Records:

See:

See:

See;

Birmingham News, June 24, 1934,

TALABAMA POSESSOR OF RICH HERITAGE™
By K, W. Burkhardt, DIstrict 5??Ecer,HABS.

Birmingham News, 3eptember 9, 1934.
"WEST ALABAMA RICH IN OLD HOMESY

BY E. W. Burkhardat, District Officer,HABS.

Birmingham News, December 1, 1935,

" GATHERIN® PEARLS IN THE BLACK BELT™
By varian FLére (Mrs. K.W. Durkhardt)




AA- 213 AED

Page Z. REh
- L . ‘ _ ‘ Mi [NE MG
Additional Data: "Bluff Hall®, was built by 4llen 3

Glover, as a gift to hls daughter, Mrs, Franecis Strother
Lyon.

Bluff Hall looms up conspicuously
Just beyond the 0ity square. Set on a bluff of the river,
it is no longer sSupreme in the midst of a large aoreage
but bluntly faces a paved street, all too near for its
monumentality. It was the home of the pioneer spirit,
Franois 8trother Lyon, planter, lawyer, financier, and
statesman.

"It represents a sturdy type of -~
ambitious early home, where the use 0f the Greek pilaster "..cu.
treatment applied to ocolumn use has resulted in a aquare
box column lacking the grace of Greek usage as exemplified
in the foregoing plantation homes of this article, It
gives a unique, but severe effect. This severity, however,
is softened by the clogsely repeated guttase 0f the entablature,
the elliptieslly-arghed entrance, and the iron balcony over.

Theré is a substantial beauty which makes
thia houge of distinet type. The slave quarters to the rear
are quite ipteresting in their simplicity.

The timbers usSed in construction of this
home were felled and hewn by slave labor, the brick were
baked in kilns, the iron was moulded in the furnace of this
plantation,

Francis Strother Lyon was bhorm in Stokes
gounty, N.obth {srolins, February 26, 1800. Died in Demopolis,
Deoember 31, 1888, 1In 1817, he camé with his older brother,
James G. Lyon to live with their uncle, George Strothek
Gained at Fort Stephens, Alabama. He was admitted to the bar
in 1821 and praoticed at Demopolis. He held various political
offices in the state, was elected 10 gongress in 1835,

In 1845, when state banks were placed in liguidation, he

with Wm. Cpoper and Olement §. 0lay was selected as =~
Gommissioners to adjust all claims. After this commission
reported and was discharged 1847, Mr Lyon continued to serve
a8 sale commisgioner until 1853. Served in two Confederate
Congress'es 1862 ~ 64. As delegate to State Copstitutional
¢onvention 1876, He drafted Gonstitution adopted by convention
March 4, 18f4. Mr. Lyon married Sarah Gerene Glover, daughter
of ﬁllen Glovera i
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Source of Material: Family records and traditions,

By, Mrs, Frances Rembert Tibbs.
Great grand neice of Francis
Strother Lyon.

Demopolis, Alsbama.

Compiled by: Katherine Floyd.
aaburn, Alabama.

Approved: B. W. Burkhardt, District Officer, HABS.
Auburn, glabama.
. pate: 11-23-1936,




